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SUBJ: BURMESE INTEREST IN HERBICIDE SPRAY PROGRAM 

REF: RANGOON 2481 

1. GUB INTEREST IN A HERBICIDE SPRAYING PROGRAM HAS BEEN 
CLEARLY SIGN AT .ED BOTH INPORMALLY AND MORE SPECIFIC AT J,Y BY 
THE INTRODUCTION OP AGRICULTURE MINISTRY SPECIALISTS INTO 
THE MEETING BETWEEN GUB AND US OPPICIALS REPORTED REPTEL. 
THIS INDICATES THAT GUB POLICY APPROVAL HAS BEEN GIVEN AT 
LEAST TO EXPLORE THE APPLICABILITY OP A SPRAY PROGRAM TO 
BURMA. WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THIS DEVELOPMENT, SINCE IT 
OPFERS THE POSSIBILITY OP A QUANTUM T RAP IN THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST ILLICIT NARCOTICS PRODUCTION HERE, AND WE BELIEVE 
THE USG SHOULD MOVE VIGOROUSLY TO SUPPORT THE GUB'S 
INITIATIVE, WITH A VIEW TOWARD HELPING THEM FIELD AT 
LEAST A PILOT PROJECT CAPABILITY POR THE 1976-77 CROP 
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2. CONSEQUENTLY, IN ADDITION TO SUPPLYING THE INEORMA- 
TIONAL MATERIAL DIRECTLY REQUESTED BY THE BURMESE (SEE 
REFTEL), WE BELIEVE THEY SHOULD BE GIVEN AN ILLUSTRATIVE 
PROGRAM DESCRIBING WHAT HERBICIDE SPRAYING IN BURMA 
MIGHT ENTAIL. THIS ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAM SHOULD ADDRESS 
AT LEAST THE EOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

(A) IDENTIFICATION, DESCRIPTION AND AVAILABILITY OP 
APPROPRIATE CHEMICALS. WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF 
EACH? (NOTE: THE BURMESE HAVE SPECIPICALLY INQUIRED 
ABOUT 2-4D). 

(B) WHAT IS THE EXPERIENCE GAINED ON THE PROBLEM OF 
LOCATING POPPY FIELDS IN MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN SUCH AS 
NORTHERN BURMA? IN OTHER PROGRAMS, HOW HAVE THE PIELDS 
BEEN LOCATED? IN THE BEGINNING STAGES, CAN PIELDS SIMPLY 
BE EYEBALLED FROM A HELICOPTER OR LIGHT AIRCRAFT OR IS 
SOME TYPE OF SOPHISTICATED OVERHEAD PHOTOGRAPHY A PRE- 
REQUISITE? 

(C) WE UNDERSTAND THE BELL HELICOPTERS THE BURMESE 
NOW HAVE CAN BE PITTED FOR SPRAYING. IS THIS CORRECT? 

DESCRIBE WHAT IS INVOLVED IN HELICOPTER MODIFICATION. 

IS THE EQUIPMENT DETACHABLE SO THAT THE HELICOPTERS 
MAY ALSO BE USED POR NON-SPRAYING PURPOSES? 

(D) WHAT ARE THE EXPERIENCE PACTORS ON NUMBERS OP 
ACRES A SINGLE HELICOPTER CAN SPRAY PER DAY? HOW HAVE 
OTHER AREAS MET REPUELING PROBLEMS FOR HELICOPTERS 
OPERATING OUT OP PORWARD BASES? 

(E) HOW MUCH TRAINING WOULD BE REQUIRED TO QUALITY 
BAP HELICOPTER PILOTS FOR SPRAYING MISSIONS? COULD THE 
TRAINING BE DONE IN BURMA? 

(P) WHAT ARE THE COST PIGURES POR A SPRAYING PROGRAM? 

WHAT WOULD THE ANTICIPATED COST BE TO THE BURMESE? 

(G) IF THE BURMESE DECIDE TO INITIATE A TEST PROGRAM, 
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HOW QUICKLY COULD WE RESPOND TO THEIR REQUEST? 

3. OTHER DETAILS WHICH COULD USEPULLY BE INCLUDED IN SUCH 
AN ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAM WILL UNDOUBTEDLY OCCUR TO SPECIAL- 
ISTS IN THIS FIELD. 

4. THE BURMESE HAVE STATED THEIR INTENTION TO DO FIELD 
TESTS OF HERBICIDES. IN ADDITION TO THE INPORMATIONAL 
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MATERIAL AND ILLUSTRATIVE PROGRAM, COULD WE PROVIDE THEM 
WITH SOME APPROPRIATE SAMPLES EOR THE TESTS? 

5. THE BURMESE ARE ANTICIPATING OUR RESPONSE TO THEIR 
HERBICIDE INITIATIVE, AND WE HOPE IT CAN BE SUPPLIED ON 
A HIGH PRIORITY BASIS. 

OSBORN 
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